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NORTH CAROLINA DOG HOARDERS FOUND GUILTY OF ANIMAL CRUELTY

SANFORD, N.C. (March 31, 2005) – A North Carolina district court Thursday found Barbara and Robert Woodley guilty of criminal animal cruelty and granted the Animal Legal Defense Fund (ALDF) a permanent injunction giving it custody of hundreds of dogs that had been living in cruel and inhumane conditions on the Woodley property.

District Court Judge Albert A. Corbett, Jr. gave the Woodleys 45-day suspended jail sentences and placed them on five years probation that prohibits them from possessing any animals. Ownership of 17 dogs and three birds that were the basis of the criminal charges was transferred to ALDF, which must now also coordinate the care and housing of approximately 220 dogs pending a possible appeal by the Woodleys.

Barbara Woodley was found guilty on 10 criminal counts and Robert Woodley on eight.

ALDF first obtained its injunction through a unique North Carolina statute (19A) that allows private parties to seek civil remedies to stop animal cruelty.

"This statute enabled us to rescue hundreds of animals who were in a persistent state of suffering," said ALDF Executive Director Joyce Tischler. "Now the job is to enact similar statutes in other states. No civilized person would tolerate the kinds of conditions these animals were living in."

According to the testimony in the criminal and civil trials, those living conditions caused a broad battery of medical complications for the dogs, including blindness, emaciation, respiratory problems, skin ulcerations, open and infected wounds, debilitating dental disease, and socialization maladjustments.

ALDF became involved late in 2004 after local animal advocates reported that more than 400 dogs were living in horrific conditions on property owned by the Woodleys. A preliminary injunction in December gave ALDF access to the site and allowed veterinarians to remove some of the dogs in need of urgent medical care. Since then, area residents and veterinarians, aided by a nationwide call for donations and volunteers, have fed and cared for more than 100 dogs.

In an affidavit filed with the criminal complaint, one of the witnesses from the veterinarian team that went on the site said, "I was stunned. There were 14 dogs in the main house and the floors were covered with piles of old, and fresh, dog feces. Puddles of urine were scattered about the floor. Dogs were eating feces inside the home. There was so much urine and feces that it was difficult to walk in the house without stepping in excrement."

A miniature pinscher that had been found lying in a puddle of her own urine and feces was so crippled and emaciated she had to be euthanized two days after being taken from the property. Other dogs, as well as two cockatoos and one parrot, that have been removed from the Woodley property have been receiving regular medical care and are reportedly much improved.

ALDF, which has worked with local veterinarians and the massive volunteer effort spearheaded by the Amy Dumas Operation Rescue & Education (ADORE) organization throughout this process, hopes to be able to start removing the remaining dogs from the Woodley property within a week. There is an urgent need by the rescue effort for volunteers and donations. Anyone interested in helping the animals can visit the Sanford rescue website at www.adoreyourpets.org/rescue/ .

•

ALDF is a non-profit national network of hundreds of attorneys and more than 100,000 members and supporters which uses its expertise and experience in animal law to work with local concerned citizens to ensure humane treatment and appropriate enforcement of animal protection laws.
