[image: image1.png]ALDF

ANIMAL LEGAL DEFENSE FUND




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
Dana Campbell, senior lawyer, (503) 231-1602, ext. 304

dcampbell@aldf.org
Roger Brigham, Director of Communications, (707) 769-7771, ext. 15

rbrigham@aldf.org
ALDF CALLS FOR RESUMPTION OF ANIMAL ABUSE CASE IN ULSTER COUNTY

January 12, 2005 – By all rights, the Town of Rochester Justice Court in Ulster County, N.Y., should have been holding a hearing today in a serious ongoing animal abuse case that has been stalled for more than two years. Instead, the fate of more than 100 animals remains in limbo and charges alleging their neglect remain unresolved and unaddressed.

On Nov. 7, 2002, Ulster County sheriffs and the local SPCA charged Patty Abezis and two assistants with 119 misdemeanor counts of animal neglect for 92 dogs, 24 cats and several hens and rabbits without sufficient food or drinking water, in kennels full and contaminated with aging feces, urine and standing water. Three of the most visibly ailing or suffering animals were taken into custody for immediate care and had to be subsequently euthanized. The remaining 116 animals were seized and deemed in custody on defendant's property, to be monitored by SPCA officials until trial. The district attorney eventually decided to proceed with 38 counts of neglect representing the 19 worst cases.

In December 2002 Abezis (doing business as Patty’s Angels) successfully moved the court for an order significantly limiting access to her property by the SPCA or any law enforcement officers, to certain hours, with two hours advance notice, and entirely prohibiting entry to her house, where the Animal Legal Defense Fund (ALDF) believes dozens of animals are kept from view in poor condition.

After three previous postponements since last June, the case was set to be heard this Wednesday, Jan. 12. Instead, it has been postponed yet again, this time until March of 2005. In the meantime, there has been insufficient monitoring of the property to ensure the animals are receiving adequate care and housing, and possible violations by Patty’s Angels of the earlier court order have not been aggressively pursued by the local district attorney's office.

"We wanted to be in court Wednesday," said Dana Campbell, senior attorney at ALDF's Anti-Cruelty office. "But once again justice has been delayed."

ALDF demands that because there are living creatures "in custody," the trial be given highest scheduling priority on the court's docket so the case may be heard immediately, and hearings on defendant's alleged defiance of the previous court order also be scheduled immediately. 

"Nobody cares enough to properly check on the condition of the 116 animals that Abezis was charged with neglecting two years ago, or the animals that she has openly acquired and advertised since then," said Campbell.  "With the number of animals involved, in other places this would be a vigorously pursued, high-profile case. The message here is that Ulster County is a great place to set up shop as a neglectful breeder or hoarder because the county will take the worst of your animals and rehabilitate them at no cost to you, while allowing you to keep the rest and get more. Ulster County appears to be interested neither in protecting neglected animals nor in speedy justice."

In the original complaint filed Nov. 7, 2002, by Ulster County SPCA Investigator Thomas LaBuda, the investigator reported that when he visited the property at 412 Whitfield Road in Accord on Nov. 6, he found evidence of animals receiving insufficient water and food and in some cases suffering from apparent intestinal parasites. Some of the most vivid evidence was in the main house, which is currently off limits to investigators.

“We observed 8 mixed breed puppies in a small 2 ft. by 4 ft. screened cage who were standing in their own feces and urine,” LaBuda wrote. “No water or water dish was present in the cage. The puppies had to climb over each other and I observed one puppy urinating on another puppy while I was standing near the cage. The odor of urine and feces in the room was overpowering. We then entered a room across from the puppy room and observed 3 large size, loose dogs and 6 large dogs in cages so small that they could not turn around inside of their cages. No food or water was present for any of the animals. In two of the cages the dogs were standing in their own feces.”

ALDF is a non-profit national network of hundreds of attorneys and more than 100,000 members and supporters (8,900 of them in New York State) which uses its expertise and experience in animal law to work with local concerned citizens to ensure humane treatment and appropriate enforcement of animal protection laws. In the spring of 2004, for example, ALDF responded to a call for support from the Fulton County (New York) SPCA and Spring Farm CARES animal sanctuary when an animal neglect court case involving 230 farm animals and dogs was seriously delayed and the threatened return of animals to their owners appeared very possible. ALDF held heavily publicized press conferences in Clinton, N.Y.; helped find a lawyer to represent the local animal groups' interests; and pressured the district attorney to obtain guilty pleas, the surrender of all seized animals to the SPCA, and a condition of ongoing veterinary inspections.

For further information, contact Dana Campbell by email at dcampbell@aldf.org or by phone at (503) 231-1602, ext. 304. Copies of the original complaint and court order are available by email upon request with ALDF.

Cordially,

Dana Campbell, Animal Legal Defense Fund

